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Brazoswood HS Choir and Orchestra Trip 
March 30th – April 1st, 2012 

 
 

Good Morning Choir Members and Parents, 
 
On behalf of the Fine Arts department at Brazoswood High School, we wish you 
and your family the happiest of holiday seasons. We are so proud of all of the 
great things we have accomplished this fall and we are looking forward to an 
even more exciting spring. 
 
Today, we are providing you with an updated trip itinerary to document 
information given to the students prior to Thanksgiving. Unfortunately, we are 
being required to change the dates of the upcoming spring trip. 
 
At the beginning of the school year our choir officers developed a wonderful 
spring trip, which we presented to the administration for approval. The 
completed documentation was reviewed and signed for approval. Since that 
time, the administration has determined that our travel dates were too close to a 
state test scheduled for the following week. They have required us to reschedule 
the date of the trip to a weekend that met with their approval. The only other 
option was to cancel the spring trip. 
 
This document reflects the date change and the alteration to one activity since 
the Renaissance Festival was not available on the new dates. The cost of the trip 
will not change but we will need to move one of the payment dates back a 
couple of weeks to meet the new timeline. 
 
We are also reminding students that grades will still count for participation but 
the report card timeline has changed. The critical date is now the report card 
period ending on February 24th, 2012. Students will need to pass ALL classes on 
that report card. Progress reports will not play into the eligibility options. 
 
We apologize for the alteration of the timeline. We were not given any other 
viable options. We have discussed this with the students in class previously and 
are now following up with documentation since our rescheduling is complete. 

 



2011-2012 
DALLAS 

  TRIP OUTLINE 
 
 

Friday, March 30th, 2012 

5:00am - Arrive at B-Wood 
Arrive at Brazoswood for the big day. Be sure you have checked your luggage and that you have your music, 
uniform and money. All items should be placed on the band practice field for inspection. If it is going with us it 
must be placed with this luggage. Be sure your luggage is securely closed or locked and that your name is 
displayed clearly on every item. Be sure liquids including make-up are in plastic bags and sealed against leaks. 
Please be aware: ALL materials are subject to inspection by drug dogs and chaperones before our 
departure. 
  
Please be sure you have your student ID or some other form of picture ID. You may wish to give Mr. Few a copy 
of your traveler’s check receipts, and I would suggest that you make a Xerox copy of any credit card you bring 
with you. Mr. Few will be glad to hold that information for you. All medicine should be cleared with your 
chaperone. A note from a parent explaining your needs is always appreciated. 
 
Medicine will be checked in at your arrival. Chaperones will take the medicines needed for your bus and will be 
responsible for issuing the medicines at the proper time. Only bring the medicine you need for the trip. Be sure 
you have parent documentation of when the medicine is to be taken. Please also note that we always keep an 
emergency kit on each bus. This kit will include common home remedies and hygiene products. See your bus 
chaperone for any emergency. COMMUNICATE! 
 
Also remember that you should leave all valuable jewelry or items at home. 
 
YOU MAY NOT CHANGE YOUR BUS ASSINGMENT AND IF YOU ARE LATE, WE WILL LEAVE YOU!!! 
 
FAILURE TO HAVE ALL FEES PAID AND PAPERWORK COMPLETE MEANS YOU STAY HOME. 
 
5:30am - Load bus 
Say “Hello” to your group sponsor. Load your luggage, find your seat on your assigned bus and away we go! 
Be sure that you have taken care of any “nature business” prior to leaving Brazoswood. It will be a long almost 
no-stop trip on the bus. There are restrooms on each bus. The buses will have VCRs and TV sets to watch movies 
on, so if you would like to bring a G or PG rated movie to watch, you are welcome to do so. Bring entertainment 
to keep you busy on the bus. Also bring a pillow and blanket to use on the bus. Many times the bus will get cold 
(colder than the choir room) so be prepared. 
 
(IF YOU ARE NOT ON THE BUS AT THIS TIME. WE WILL LEAVE YOU! DON’T BE LATE.) 



9:00am - Arrive at Sam Houston 
Our first stop is Sam Houston State University in Huntsville. We will sing for the Music majors and in return 
they will sing for us.  Our time on campus will allow us to visit a great college and work with professional 
musicians. Remember that scholarships in music are a great way to pay for school. Dr. Allen Hightower is the 
director and he is always interested in recruiting great musicians like YOU! 
 

 
 
10:30am – Leave Sam Houston and Continue to Dallas 
 
1:00pm to 5pm – Celebration Station 
Our first stop is Celebration Station to enjoy a fun filled afternoon of go-karts, laser tag, mini golf, and arcade 
games. We will provide tokens to play these attractions to your hearts delight. You will free access to the video 
games, go-karts and even a game of laser tag. We will provide you with admission and tokens for the games. Our 
lunch will be a Hamburger / Hotdog buffet with all the extras. This wonderful feast is included in the cost of your 
trip. No extra charge for the food and fun. 
 
 
 

 



   
 

  

  

  



  

 
Celebration Station 

4040 Towne Crossing Blvd 
Mesquite, Texas 

972.279.7888 
http://www.celebrationstation.com/loc.php?id=103 

 
5:00pm – Depart Celebration Station for the “luxury hotel” of our choosing. We will have the opportunity to 
unpack and rest a little before our big dinner adventure. We will finalize the location of the hotel when we close 
registration. We always try to find a hotel that is close to our events and reasonably priced for our budget. Each 
room will have four people in it. You are allowed to pick your roommates. 
 
When we arrive at the hotel, REST and relaxation begins to kick in before our nightlife extravaganza. This is 
your first opportunity to impress the hotel staff with your maturity and professionalism. I will remind you that a 
happy hotel staff allows us extra opportunities and a mad hotel staff can make the visit less than pleasant. We 
need to follow their rules for quiet. Remember, violations of our housing rules could mean that you will be going 
home early. Be in YOUR room at the appointed time. If the pool is open, you may swim until time to get dressed. 
The hotel policy will apply to our use of their facility. 
 

Holiday Inn Express 
http://www.hiexpress.com/hotels/us/en/dallas/dalex/hoteldetail 
2287 WEST NORTHWEST HIGHWAY 
DALLAS, TEXAS   75220 
Hotel Front Desk: 1-214-350-4011 Hotel Fax: 1-214-350-4408 

 



When we arrive at the hotel the first person alphabetically in each room will be issued the room keys.  When you 
are told to do so, get off the bus and begin to unpack ALL your stuff from within and under the bus.  After the 
bus is clear, get your room key and go to your room.  If your roommate is not there yet, be cool and wait a few 
minutes.  Do not wander away from your room until everybody gets there.  You will probably only have TWO 
keys.  The hotel is our home for the next two days but please remember that you are also a guest here.  Be 
respectful of the rights of others also staying in the hotel. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm – Load bus to depart for Medieval Times (Provided in trip cost) 

Load bus to depart for Medieval Times. Well Medieval times, what else can you say EATING WITH YOUR 
HANDS! Moms it’s your child’s worst table etiquette nightmare! Nah just a night of fun and food to enjoy action 
of the knights of old and winnings of beautiful maidens! Pretty horses and dazzling lights begin to take all eyes 
as the night of knights takes flight. If you plan on buying souvenirs, extra drinks, etc., you need to bring extra 
money. YOU CANNOT BUY A SWORD OR KNIFE AT MEDIEVAL TIMES! I know it seems like the 
perfect souvenir, but the price of it is too great (boot camp). So please DO NOT purchase any weaponry while 
on this school trip. 

            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2021 N. Stemmons Fwy.,  

Dallas, TX 75207 
(214) 761-1801 ext 105 

http://www.medievaltimes.com/ 



 
11:00pm - Back to the hotel (We will allow time for autographs and pictures.) 
Hi Ho Hi Ho its back to sleep we go to rest for another day of fun Hi Ho Hi Ho Hi Ho Hi Ho.  
 
Curfew and Room Checks – You are to be in your room at this time.  A male and female director/chaperon will 
come to your door to check your room.  We will want to see each and every roommate in person.  Failure to be in 
your room at this time will result in your immediate removal from this trip.  We will call your parents and at your 
expense, you will be placed on the next available flight home. 
 
We are very serious about room checks.  We WILL enter your room and we may wish to inspect anything and 
everything.  Be appropriately dressed for visitors.  Female chaperons will check the girls’ rooms and male 
chaperons will check the boy’s rooms.  As soon as your room is checked, we will tape he doors. If the tape 
damaged or removed your entire room will be sent home.  Do not open your door.  Lock and secure your doors 
and windows.  Close the curtains.  If you have an emergency, call a director or chaperon.  Communicate!  You 
will be given a contact room number at this time. 
 
Remember that Mr. Few and the chaperons will be on duty all night.  We will walk the halls and check the rooms 
throughout the night.  You are safe and will be protected. There is no reason for you to open the door.  You may 
not go get a coke or ice or anything outside or tour room after curfew. 
 
You are welcome to stay up provided you do not disturb others.  You are expected to be a happy camper the next 
morning.  Traveling is stressful.  In order to get the maximum enjoyment from this trip, you need to rest.  GO TO 
SLEEP! 
 
 
 
Saturday, March 31st, 2012 – 
 
8:00am – Time to rise and Shine 
We will begin to call rooms and knock on doors. Be ready for a great day of fun. Be sure to plan for lots of Sun 
and warm weather. It is a good idea to pack a small bag with extra clothes in case you get wet. Be on the bus on 
time or have Mr. Few as your personal tour guide for the day. 
 
9:00am - Six Flags over Texas: 
We will meet on the buses at 9:00am. We will have an exciting day of riding roller coasters and hanging out with 
friends.  Here is a list of all the attractions. (You will be provided with an entrance ticket and a meal ticket 
good for one meal.) Be sure to bring a change of clothes (just in case) and money for a locker rental. 
 
Remember that you will not be able to leave the park or return to the bus for the whole day. Be sure to plan your 
day ahead of time. Start at the back of the park and work your way forward for best ride opportunity. PLEASE 
do not shoplift. The penalty is that you are taken directly to the Dallas City jail. Your parents will not appreciate 
your one phone call from the city jail! 
 

http://www.sixflags.com/parks/overtexas/Rides/list.html 
www.sixflags.com 

2201 Road to Six Flags 
Arlington, TX 76011 

(817) 640-8900 



 
 
12pm - 1pm – Check in 
Come to the front gates and show the chaperones your smiling faces. You may always use the First Aide station 
at any time during the day. If you need us, a chaperone will always be located at the front of the park and will 
always check the first aide station for student needs 
 
5:30pm – Leave Six Flags and Depart for the mall 
 
We’ll meet at the front gates and head out to the buses. Make sure that you get on the appropriate bus! 
 
6:15pm - Arrive at the Galleria (We will provide meal money) 

 
I-635 LBJ at Dallas North Tollway 972.702.7100 

http://www.galleriadallas.com/index.php 
 

We now arrive at the mall for the best part of every girl’s day…shopping! Here you get to have free-reign of the 
mall grounds for shopping, eating, and more shopping. Make sure you eat in the food court at any of the given 
restaurants that are available. We will meet where the buses dropped us. BE THERE AT 9:00PM 
 

 
 
9:00pm - Return to the Hotel 



Go immediately to your room for room check. Keep the sound down and do not disturb the other guests. 
 
10:30pm – Curfew and Room checks 
Remember that you cannot have boys and girls in the same room. If the pool is open, you may swim until 
curfew. The hotel policy will apply to our use of their facility. 
      

Sunday, April 1st, 2012 - 
8:00am - Rise and Shine 

It is time to wake up and pack all of your stuff. Make sure you are wearing clothes for the day. Once we pack 
the bus, you will not be allowed to unpack your bags until we arrive home. 

9:00am - Depart from hotel with luggage 

We will leave the hotel and check out at 9:00am. That means on the buses fully packed and in your 
concert garb! The rooms are to be clean and must be checked by a chaperone before leaving. Be sure to 
start early. We MUST leave on time. 
 

You should be fully packed but make sure and have a small bag for carry on with the clothes that you want to 
wear later.  
 
9:30am – Travel to Shenaniganz 
 
We are going to end our spring trip with a very cool experience. We are going to the ultimate fun complex. 
You will have unlimited access to the activities offered at this site. We will also provide a catered lunch on 
site. This world-class location has something for everyone. Whether you are an adventure junkie or want to 
mellow out with your friends, you will find an unlimited activity that will make a great memory. All costs are 
included. You will have unlimited access. 
 

http://shenaniganz.com/index.php/attractions 
 

 Address: 1290 East I-30, Rockwall, TX 75087  Telephone: 972.722.1133 
 

UNLIMITED PLAY PASSES 
Four Hour Unlimited Play Passes include: 

Unlimited Lounge-Style Bowling (Including Shoe Rental) 
Unlimited 2 Story Lazer Tag: The Ruins of Angkor Wat 

Unlimited Indoor Go Kartz on the Shenaniganz Speedway 
Unlimited Yeti's Revenge: Black Light Mini-Golf 

Unlimited Rock Climbing 
Unlimited Video Game Play 

Pool Tables and Shuffle Board 
$5 of value for Redemption (Ticket) and Instant Win Games. 

 
2:30pm – Depart For Home 
Remember to leave time to cash in your tickets for prizes and take care of all nature business. Remember to eat 
well. THIS IS YOUR LAST MEAL for the remainder of the trip!  



 
8:00pm (approximate) – Arrival in Lake Jackson 

Be sure to remove all items from the bus and please check out with your chaperone!  

Remember that your greatest responsibility is to say, “Thank You” to your parents 
for allowing you to travel and have this wonderful experience. You have the 
opportunity to impress all of the people around you by being thankful for the great 
things you have just completed. 

Be sure to attend class on Monday morning. Your reputation as a young adult and 
quality Brazoswood Choir /Orchestra student will be judged by your ability to 
accept responsibility.  
 
Being in class is the best way to show the adults around you that you are able to 
respect privileges and that you are ready to do even greater things. 
 

 
 

 
 



BRAZOSWOOD CHOIR / ORCHESTRA TRIP 
COMPLETE INFORMATION & OUTLINE 

 
 

CHAPERONE AND PARENT INFORMATION 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
The following information is designed to augment the basic guidelines covered in the student handouts and the 
itinerary supplied to each of you. The first and most important thing to say to each of the adults making this tour 
is THANK YOU in advance for the task you are about to undertake. The students may forget to express their 
appreciation for the many things you will be doing for them, but on behalf of all of us, we want you to know 
that you are appreciated, and we know that we could not make this trip without you. 
 
 
RULES AND GUIDELINES: 
 
I. Use good solid judgment when a student asks permission to do something. We would prefer that students not 
be allowed opportunities to deviate from the scheduled tour activities, and in this city they certainly should not 
be allowed to do any activity without the company of fellow students and a chaperone. It is fine to trust our 
students (within the specific limits), yet you should always be careful and keep a close watch and report to Mr. 
Few the specific activity you feel is questionable with the name of the student or students involved in this 
specific activity. A chaperone’s main responsibility is the safety of the students, and secondly to help the tour 
flow smoothly so that we all can enjoy this trip.  
 
We will ask the chaperones to work as hall monitors in the evenings and nights while on this trip. Each 
chaperone will be given a specific number of hours that they will guard the hallways to insure the safety of the 
students throughout the night. This is not a change from the standard operating procedure for this organization. 
It is typical for Mr. Few to walk the halls throughout the night on every trip we make; however, since we will be 
gone for multiple days, we will also use chaperones to augment this activity.  
 
A chaperone must stay with a student who is ill even if that causes their tour group to miss an activity. (If we 
must deal with an ill student, contact Mr. Few, and we will assign your group to another adult). 
 
II. A chaperone can delegate authority not responsibility. We are all responsible for small group role call and for 
providing for the needs of our students. Chaperones will be assigned to help: guard luggage, load buses, move 
students, inspect rooms for plumbing problems or damage, and to help students with minor medical and/or 
personal problems. 
 
III. No one will at any time change instructions or tour plans from those given by Mr. Few, except to protect a 
person’s life. Chaperones will not give students “special permission” for anything. Guidelines are created for 
ALL students, without exception. Other adults on this trip may be asked to give assistance to their tour group by 
the designated chaperone, but it remains the responsibility of the designated school chaperone to assign duties 
as needed. 
 
IV. ALL DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS must be reported to Mr. Few with full details. In the event of a late night 
minor discipline problem, get the student’s name and refer the incident to Mr. Few the next morning. In the 
event of a major problem, contact Mr. Few immediately. 
 



V. Make a roll check BEFORE leaving any stop and before releasing the students to begin any activity. Explain 
the purpose of the activity, territorial limits and when to be back at the meeting place (pick one before you 
release the students). 
 
VI. Discourage any rude, crude or unacceptable actions by stating: “This is not considered proper conduct on 
this trip.” You might remind them that a student will be sent home for bad conduct as well as for breaking any 
trip rule. 
 
VII. Students are not to leave the tour or associate with any person who is not part of this tour. This is essential 
for the student’s safety. Since Dallas also functions as a tourist city, students are encouraged to be courteous to 
the new people they may meet. Students should remain aware of their surroundings and the people around them. 
Law enforcement officials advise us that the best way to discourage problems from outsiders is for the student 
to remain alert and make eye contact. 
 
Students should be reminded that they will meet or at least see people from other cultures and parts of our 
country. They should be reminded that not all people are as gracious and friendly as their Clute or Lake Jackson 
neighbors. Some cultures believe that instant familiarity is inappropriate. Students should remember a “cold” or 
“business-like” response from a person is fairly typical in larger cities and should be expected.  
 
VIII. We are not anticipating any major problems on this tour; however, as chaperones, you should be aware 
that we are traveling with students at varying levels of social maturity. We are traveling with students who 
could be classified as very young Seniors through students who are very mature Freshmen. Activities to watch 
out for (and which are not allowed) might include: 
 

1. Breaking curfew by leaving a room through the door or window. They might also attempt to bring 
other people into their rooms. {Penalty - students out of their assigned rooms go home on the first 
offense at the parent’s expense - no exceptions will be allowed. Report the incident to Mr. Few}. 

 
 2. Students using substances not approved by school policy (including smoking). 
 {Penalty - student goes home at parent’s expense}. 
 
 3. Attempting to lose the chaperone or evade the rules of this trip. {Penalty - Student goes home}. 
 

4. Being late to a meeting point or otherwise abusing the schedule. {Penalty - first offense will result in 
a personal chaperone for the rest of the tour. Second offense and the student goes home}. 

 
 5. Theft of any type {Penalty - student goes home}. 
 

6. Sexual misconduct - Most of our students are normal outgoing teenagers who will probably make new 
“friends” on this trip. “Trip relationships” are to be discouraged because they sometimes lead to 
inappropriate behavior. {Penalty - students go home}. 

 
7. Failure of any student to be less than the best representative of our school for reasons of conduct. 
{Penalty - students are reported to Mr. Few for discipline which might range from verbal correction to 
being sent home depending on the severity of the incident and the students willingness to accept 
correction}. 

 
IX. In as much as we will be depending on each of you for the guidance and care of these students, please 
remember that it is Mr. Few who holds the final legal responsibility for this trip. Please do not make any 
decisions that directly affect the welfare or discipline of these students without having the specific permission of 
Mr. Few. Do NOT “protect” any student by not reporting even minor violations of the rules.  



You are instructed to report any conduct or activity of a questionable nature when it occurs. Waiting for two 
weeks after we return from the trip to question something that you believe was improper is not helpful. While 
the school will punish students for wrong doing whenever it is discovered, it is legally more difficult to 
prosecute activities that are not reported as they occur. You are instructed to inform Mr. Few whenever you 
have a question.  
 
You are further instructed to not make generalizations about student conduct such as “they all were doing 
activity XXXX.” Instead, you should make a specific comment about a specific student or students. Again, 
generalizations are difficult to correct or verify and usually end up condemning good students for activities in 
which they did not participate. 
 
X. Chaperones should pack an emergency kit which might include: Female health items, notepads, pencils, 
small flashlight, Murine, aspirin, safety pins, needle and black thread, bandages, masking tape, ammonia, 
motion sickness pills, paper and plastic bags, bug spray, Band-aides. 
 
Again, thank you for your hard work and help. We will have a great trip if you will keep your eyes open and 
communicate your desires to your group at all times. 
 
Mr. Brent Miller is the chaperone organizer. He will contact you prior to our departure to confirm your bus and 
duty assignments. We will be traveling with a number of chaperones, typically including parents, a school 
official and several teachers. The trip will run smoothly as long as we all follow the trip as described.  
 
It is Mr. Few’s responsibility to make any alterations to the trip timeline. The responsibility of a chaperone is to 
ease the flow of the trip not rewrite the schedule to meet their personal taste. This trip is scheduled with 
activities to fill every moment. We will all enjoy this experience as long as we remember that there are bunches 
of Indians and helpers but only one chief. Do not alter the rules of the trip. Ask before giving permission for any 
activity that might involve the students. 
 
Please remember that this is a school trip. No substances or alcohol may be used or ordered by any member of 
this trip. This includes students, adults, chaperones and directors. We are all bound by the same rules that 
govern students during trips 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Student Rules and Information 
Brazoswood Choir / Orchestra Trip 

 
 
Students must have all payments made and paperwork complete in order to make this trip. Students who fail to 
return their medical forms will NOT be allowed to enter the bus. Cancellations involve financial penalties. It is 
very important that the student communicate their intentions in writing at the earliest possible date. 
Reservations made on their behalf usually are not refundable. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: As is typical of all major trips sponsored by the choir and orchestra, we will 
always provide the maximum amount of safety in our travels. In order to provide a trip that is as free of illegal 
substances as possible, ALL luggage making the trip with us may be examined by police dogs trained to detect 
drugs, alcohol and other substances. ANY item traveling with us will be subject to inspection. Additionally, we 
will be traveling with both school officials from our school system. This is fair warning for you to leave all 
illegal substances at home. If you or your luggage is found to have these substances, you will be arrested and 
prosecuted to the full ability of our school system and the local authorities. Do not make a bad decision that will 
ruin your school year. Do not bring forbidden substances or items on this trip. 
 
These are the anticipated trip activities. Some locations and descriptions may change as the trip develops and as 
availability allows but the general structure will be as follows: 
 
I. Housing: 
 
A. We will stay at a good quality tourist hotel that is perfectly located for our touring purposes. We will select 
the final location after registration. 
 
B. Behavior: 
 

1. You must stay in groups of at least THREE persons when you are touring. You are to remain with 
your tour groups at all other times. Dallas is a city that requires us to exercise at least a fair amount of 
safety when traveling at day or night.  Watch out for each other and stay together. Do not travel outside 
of the hotel after dark. There will be NO non-chaperoned sightseeing on this trip. 

 
 2. No girls in the guys rooms or guys in the girls rooms. 
 
 3. No swapping of rooms or roommates after the final list has been posted. 
 

4. CURFEW - Be in the room with NO excessive noise. Once your room is sealed, you may not leave 
the room except in the case of emergency. You may visit in the lobby until then. You may not leave 
your room after curfew except in extreme emergency and then only to see a chaperone. ROOM 
CHECKS WILL BE MADE. 

 
 5. LIGHTS OUT - NO Lights, NO noise, GO TO SLEEP! 
 

6. OUTSIDE PHONE CALLS, MOVIES and ROOM SERVICE -  ABSOLUTELY NONE!! - No phone 
calls will be made to locations outside of the hotel from your room. The rooms are paid for so no 
charges should be made to your room. Use the pay phones in the lobby to call home.  The phones are 
located near the front desk so they are safe for you to use during your free time. 

 



7. REMEMBER - You are a guest in this hotel, BUT you are not the only guest in this hotel. Respect the 
rights of others. Any damage to the hotel, bus, or your room will be charged to the individuals 
responsible. If no blame can be assigned, the entire room and/or group will be held responsible and 
required to pay BEFORE we leave (even if that means we must call your parents to have money sent to 
pay for your damages). 

 
8. WARNING - Room checks can and will be made at various times throughout the day and evening 
hours. Do not engage in any activities that will get you in trouble. Be a happy and safe camper and you 
will live long and prosper. 

 
9. NEVER tell anyone your name and especially not where you are staying! We once had a student who 
gave that information to a guy who after a night of drinking showed up at our hotel and began banging 
on her door trying to get in so that he could “party with her and her roommates.” The police arrested the 
guy and the girl spent the rest of the trip with a chaperone has her personal roommate. Do not even give 
someone the phone number to the hotel. All the person has to do is call the number and ask for 
directions to the hotel. 

 
II. MONEY - You will need spending money for various items of personal expense. These items might include: 
Change for the hotel Coke machine, Money for extra rides, games and food, Money for extra fast food or pizza, 
Money for extra drinks during the tour, Money for gifts from the local tourist traps, etc. Remember not to carry 
large amounts of cash... Use small denomination traveler’s checks or give some of your money to your group 
leader or check your extra money at the hotel desk. As we go through the trip outline, we will list approximate 
cost for items for which you are responsible. 
  
A. Travelers Checks - Remember these items about these checks:  
 

1. Always keep your receipt and a second copy of this receipt in a different location (You will need this 
information if the checks are lost).  

 
2.  Always use a well known brand of traveler’s checks such as “American Express.” While “Billy 
Bob’s” travelers checks are also probably good and well excepted, they are harder to get replaced while 
on a trip.  

 
3.  You should only get checks in smaller denominations such as $20.00 units. It is safer not to carry or 
flash large amounts of real cash. 

 
4.  Do not keep all of your money in the same place. Extra money may be given to a chaperone or 
checked a the hotel desk. DO NOT leave money in your room or even in a suitcase. 

 
B. Pictures & Souvenirs - Every place we are going will have a gift shop that features T-Shirts and gifts. Many 
times it is easier to purchase a book or package of post cards about a specific place than it is to take pictures. 
You are encouraged to bring a camera to capture candid shots in the hotel or outside or of your friends. Also as 
the tour progresses, sights tend to blur together. Sometimes it is easier to buy something that is already labeled 
with a description.  
 
C. Food Money - My first suggestion to you would be to encourage you to pack snack foods in your luggage. 
You WILL want junk food late at night. Bring it with you. Also, many of you only eat a light breakfast. You 
may wish to save money by packing those kinds of foods also. You will want to bring spending money for any 
stops we may make along our bus trip. We will only be stopping at fast food places. 
 
Soft drinks in a hotel can also be expensive. For example, the Hilton in Dallas charges $2.50 for a coke from the 
machine. I would suggest you either bring lots of change or pack non-carbonated drinks in your luggage. 



(Remember - seal any liquids that you pack in plastic bags. You would hate for it to explode or leak all over 
your luggage). Most of your meals will be of the fast food variety and you should expect the cost to be similar 
to a local restaurant. Unfortunately, I must warn you about the theme parks. For some reason, food at any park 
is unreasonably expensive. You will spend some time at multiple parks on this trip. I would suggest that you 
bring a snack with you and expect anything you buy there to be over priced. 
 
D. TRIP ATTRACTIONS 
 

Celebration Station is a combination attraction. These activities are located at 4040 Towne Crossing 
Blvd. Mesquite, Texas 75150. The phone number is (972) 279-7888. Celebration Station contains an 18 
hole miniature golf course, batting cages, game rooms, sprint cars and bumper boats. This will be a very 
enjoyable event.  

 
When we arrive at the hotel, the first person listed on every room will pick up your room keys. You will 
need to keep the noise to a minimum. I would suggest that you visit with your roommates ahead of time 
and determine what items of food and articles such as irons to bring. Remember the rule of travel... 
“You bring it.... You carry it.” If we are able, you will be allowed to take advantage of the hotel’s pool 
and facilities during some of our evening hours.  
 
Remember that we are guests in this hotel but not the only guests. Part of the opportunity to use their 
pool will be based on your behavior. If the hotel gets reports from other guests, they will not allow us to 
have extra freedom. Your hotel will also provide a free full breakfast each morning so please awaken 
early enough to enjoy this benefit. 

 
Medieval Times is our special dinner activity.  Well Medieval Times, what else can you say? EATING 
with your hands! Moms it’s your child worst table etiquette nightmare! Nah just a night of fun and food 
to enjoy action of the knights of old and winnings of beautiful maidens! Pretty horses and dazzling lights 
begin to take all eyes as the night of Knights takes flight. 
 
Shopping Mall is our dinner stop for fun and adventure. You will have time to shop and eat on your 
own. We will meet after dinner for the return trip to our hotel for a well-earned rest. You, of course, are 
to remain in the Mall area. As is typical of all of our trip events, you should not “hang-out” with people 
who not part of our trip. NEVER tell anyone your name and especially not where you are staying! We 
will be exploring Dallas as well as the Galleria that has over 200 stores for your shopping pleasure. 
 
Shenaniganz – This is an awesome location for all types of fun. Everything from Lazer Tag to Rock 
Climbing to Go Kartz is included. We will also provide a catered meal and tons of fun. 

 
Six Flags over Texas in Arlington, Texas - The phone number is 318-635-4887.  We will have a 
complete day of touring the park. You will eat lunch with a meal ticket that will be provided to you at 
the arrival of the park.  It will have a list of items to eat and where your can eat.  Plan your time to 
include the attractions that interest you. The lines for the rides will be long. You should plan for lots of 
Sun and walking. I would suggest you plan for hot weather.  We will provide a pocket map for you on 
the day of this attraction. If you have not been to Fiesta in a few years, I would suggest that you visit 
their web sites and plan your day to include the activities you wish to see. You can count on the park 
being crowded. Remember to bring some money for locker rental. You will want to store extra clothes 
or towels. As always, remember to communicate if you need help or if you get too hot. Remember soft 
drinks do not keep you cool. Drink water!  

 
In general, I have seen kids bring as much as $200.00 or as little as $40.00 on this type of trip. You can eat on 
$8.00 to $20.00 a day depending on your needs. I would suggest that you bring a little gift money and 
remember that Mr. Few will have extra money with him if something comes up. 



 
III. GENERAL INFORMATION: 

A. Souvenirs - Read the trip itinerary and try to plan your spending ahead of time. Remember that luggage 
grows. Do not buy more than you can carry or pack in your luggage. 

B. Luggage - Although we are traveling on a bus, we still would like for you to limit your baggage to ONE 
large bag and a second smaller bag or garment bag. It is also wise to pack a nylon collapsible bag inside of your 
main bag for the natural growth of your junk. Pack according to the length of our stay. Don’t bring your whole 
closet. I would like to remind you of these factors: 

 1. You bring it... You carry it. 
 2. Luggage grows... With your gifts you may have two bags by the time you return. 
 3. Make-up cases count as baggage. 

4. Just because your clothes all fit neatly in your suitcase when you left town, does not guarantee they 
will all fit when you return. 

 5. This is a tour... nobody cares if you wear the same jeans twice. 
6. A good general rule is to pack in advance then remove about half of what you previously over packed. 

 7. Share items like irons, curling irons, etc. 

C. Absolutely no alcoholic beverages, drugs or tobacco are allowed on school trips. If you are taking 
prescription medication, please let your sponsor know before we leave on the trip. The preferred method is by 
written note from your parents. 
 
D. Follow all directions given by chaperones. 
 
E. All school rules apply during this trip. Violation of trip rules may cause the trip to be canceled at any point in 
the tour with the entire group returning home. 
  
F. Use only school approved transportation. Do not ever get in a private car or taxi during a school trip. 
 
G. Girls (or Guys) keep up with your purses. 
 
H. LAW - Be aware that if you become in trouble with the law, your parents will receive a collect call from the 
director. Also realize that any major rules infraction will result in you being sent home at your parent’s expense 
and that other action will occur when you return to school. 
 
I. The Hotel, attractions, wildlife, etc. are not to be abused in any way. 
 
J. Weapons of battle and mischief - Water pistols, sling-shots, confetti, balloons, fireworks, and anything else of 
this nature should be left at home. If you bring them, we will confiscate them and destroy them. DO NOT 
prepare a war chest for this trip. Major infractions of this rule will result in a chaperone becoming your 
roommate or you will be sent home. 
 
K. Tag your luggage (purses also) with your name and hotel both inside and out. 
  
L. If an emergency occurs, do not panic! Contact Mr. Few and your group  leader. We can solve almost any 
problem - Communicate!!! 
  



M. Follow school dress code at all times. Wear nothing that is of questionable taste. Be prepared for rain, bugs 
or lots of Sun and walking. Dress for the weather. Watch the weather channel for additional information and 
forecasts. You WILL be outside on this trip. Be prepared to dress in layers that you can remove as the 
temperature changes. You will not be able to run back to the hotel during the day and there is no bus to leave 
things on. If you wear something that does not pass inspection, you will be required to change. Swimsuits must 
be conservative in style. A good rule to follow is that if you can store your clothes in a zip-lock bag… THEY 
ARE NOT APPROPRIATE. Conservative clothing is expected. Uncovered bikini tops are NOT acceptable as 
dress code for Six Flags over Texas (this includes guys also). 
 
N. This is a school-sponsored trip. Exemplary conduct is expected at all times. 
  
O. Transportation will be by chartered bus from New World Tours. 
 
Please note: 
 
We reserve the right to alter or cancel without financial refund the events listed on this 
outline due to circumstances beyond our control. Examples of these circumstances might 
include but are not limited to the following: 
 

1. Weather 
2. Activity Location Issue 
3. Student Illness or Injury 
4. Transportation Issues 
5. Police Action 
6. School District Action 
7. Student Safety 
8. Director’s decision to insure student safety and/or trip scheduling. 

 
 
One of the most important things to know in this trip is that your parents are 
allowing you to do something special. YOU must remember to say “Thank 
You” and respect the awesome experience they are offering you. This trip can 
teach you more about music, college possibilities, working with people, Texas 
history, practicing responsibility and especially about yourself. Traveling with 
a group is a great way to both have fun and safely learn to experience the 
world. 
 
THANK YOUR PARENTS FOR SUPPORTING THIS LEARNING 
ADVENTURE. THEY ARE GOOD PEOPLE WHO ARE DOING 
SOMETHING VERY NICE FOR YOU!!! 



What to bring list.... 
 
___________ Brazoswood choir / orchestra shirt to wear at the college 
 
___________ Walking Shoes 
 
___________ Jeans and/or Shorts and Comfortable Clothes 
 
___________ One hair dryer per room 
 
___________ Rain Gear 
 
___________ Personal items (Toothbrush, Comb, Makeup) 
 
___________ One suitcase and small bag 
 
___________ Camera and film 
 
___________ Money for meals, games and souvenirs 
 
___________ Flashlight 
 
___________ Alarm Clock 
 
___________ Choir / Orchestra Folder and Music 
 
___________ FOOD for your room and the bus ride 
 
___________ Sun Screen 
 
___________ Student ID card 
 
___________ Money/Travelers Checks    
 
___________ Pillow and Blanket for the bus 
 
___________ Light and/or Heavy Jacket 
 
___________ Clean G or similar movies for the bus 
 
___________ Music and Walkman type player and headphones 
 
___________ Swimsuit and cover up garments 
 
___________ Money for a $2.00 tip for the bus driver. Have available as you step onto 

bus. 
 

Final room and bus lists will be published later.  
If you bring music for listening, bring headphones also. 

 



Brazoswood High School Choir / Orchestra Spring Trip Information 
Dallas, Texas 

March 30th - April 1st, 2012 
 

Dear Parents and Students: 
 
The Brazoswood Choirs and Orchestras have begun a successful year. We each appreciate the support and help 
you have given us in our efforts. 
 
The annual Spring Choir / Orchestra Trip for this year is to Dallas, Texas. I think this trip will be both 
educational and entertaining for any student. Additional to the typical historical and fun things one would 
anticipate on a trip of this type is the opportunity for us to hopefully perform at Sam Houston State University. 
 
During the trip the students will spend every possible moment involved in chaperoned educational and fun 
activities that that are designed to educate the students and promote team building. 
 
The cost of the trip includes transportation (a major expense), housing, entry fees, and activity fees. We will 
leave on Friday and return on Sunday. 
 
Through fundraising, we will continue to work to make it possible for all students to participate in this trip. If a 
student makes every effort to participate in the activities offered by this organization, he/she should be able to 
earn most or all of their trip cost. To date, there has been one fund raising event sponsored by the choir. There 
are more opportunities scheduled to begin before the trip. Students who have chosen to be active in these events 
are well on their way to having their total trip paid. 
 
Today, we need to find out exactly how many people are going to participate in this activity by asking for a 
registration form. If you and/or your students would like to participate in this trip, we ask that you fill out the 
attached form and return it with a check that includes a $50.00 non-refundable deposit for each trip participant. 
If the student has earned fund raising money this year in excess of this amount, then an additional deposit is not 
required. Refunds for any cancellation will be based on a scale directly related to the amount of money 
refundable to us at any point in time. Obviously, the closer the trip date is, the less that is refundable. 
 
Please return the registration portion of this form with your payment if you wish to participate in this trip. 
Please return this completed form even if you choose not to participate so that we can be sure that every 
student has had the opportunity to consider this trip. Every student is encouraged to participate and every 
effort will be made to help students with special needs. 
 
Additional information and finalized schedules will follow after the initial registration has been completed. 
Thank you in advance for your participation. This will be a trip and educational event that the students will 
remember for a lifetime. 
 
The payment schedule for this trip is as follows. Financial penalties will apply from the date of the cancellation. 
 
Thanks, 
Brazoswood Choir and Orchestra 
Bill Few 
Brent Miller 
Doug Rickaway 
Phillip Hintze 
 



Registration Form 2011-2012 
 

Please return this portion of the form with a check made payable to BISD 
(if applicable) in the amount of $50.00 for each participating member. 

 
I am completing this registration form with full  

Knowledge and Permission of my parents. 
 

GRADES WILL COUNT!!! 
FEBRUARY 24th, 2012 – REPORT CARD DETERMINES TRAVEL 

 
ALL students are to complete this form to confirm that they have made a choice. You are 
NOT required to travel but you ARE required to make a formal choice. You will receive 
credit for returning the paperwork. 
 

Student Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Email Contact: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent signature: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Email contact: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

City/Zip: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone:_______________________ Emergency/Cell:_____________________________ 
 
 

_________ I will participate in the Spring Trip to Dallas 
 
 

_________ I will not participate in the Spring Trip to Dallas 
 
 
Names of additional family members who would like to travel with us as chaperones: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please return immediately 



Brazoswood Choir / Orchestra Spring Trip 
GRADE TIMELINE and FINANCIAL LOSS 

FAIR WARNING: Ability to travel and to avoid losing a significant amount of money 
 

The cost of the trip will be $350.00. This includes entry fees, hotel, transportation costs, and selected meals. 
Additional activities will be included as time and availability allow.  
 
The payment schedule for this trip is as follows. Upon completion of the enclosed registration forms, the 
student is considered a participant in the trip until WRITTEN cancellation is made through cancellation 
document available from the director. Until that time the registered student is a participant and ALL financial 
obligations will apply. Financial penalties will apply from the date of the written cancellation.  
 

GRADES WILL COUNT PER UIL RULES!!! 
FAILURE MEANS LOSS OF MONEY AS SHOWN BELOW 

CANCELLATION MEANS THE LOSS OF FUNDS AS SHOWN BELOW 
 

GRADES WILL COUNT!!! 
FEBRUARY 24th, 2012 – REPORT CARD DETERMINES TRAVEL 

 

PAYMENT TIMELINE 
(Fees may be paid or earned) 

 

First Deposit or credit needed  (upon registration) -  $50.00 
Second Deposit or credit needed (by Nov. 18, 2011) -  $50.00 
Third Deposit or credit needed  (by Dec. 9, 2011) -  $50.00  
Fourth Deposit or credit needed  (by Jan. 20, 2012) -  $50.00  
Fifth Deposit or credit needed  (by Feb. 17, 2012) -  $50.00 
Sixth Deposit or credit needed  (by Mar. 9, 2012) -  $50.00  
Seventh Deposit or credit needed (by Mar. 23, 2012) -  $50.00 

 
FEBRUARY 24th, 2012 – REPORT CARD DETERMINES TRAVEL 

 

CANCELLATION TIMELINE 
(On this date amount of non-refundable fees) 

 

First Penalty   (At registration)  - $50.00 
Second Penalty   (on Nov. 18, 2011) - $100.00 
Third Penalty   (on Dec. 9, 2011) - $150.00 
Fourth Penalty   (on Jan. 20, 2012) - $200.00 
Fifth Penalty   (on Feb. 17, 2012) - $250.00 
Sixth Penalty   (on Mar. 9, 2012) - $300.00 
Seventh Penalty  (on Mar. 23, 2012) - $350.00  


